PLATT,  HOUSMAN AND KER
0 youth whose heart is right,
Whose loins are girt to gain
The hell-defended height
Where Virtue beckons plain; ,. .
Well is thy war begun;   .
Endure, be strong and strive;
But think not, 0 my son.
To save thy soul alive.. ..
How shouldst thou keep the prize?
Thou wast not born for aye.
Content thee if thine eyes
Behold it in thy day.
We may compare 'The Oracles3 in Last Poems (XXV):
And he that stands will die for nought, and home there's no returning.
The Spartans on the sea-wet rock sat down and combed
their hair.
Housman rejected 'The Sage to the Young Man' from A
Shropshire Lad; he allowed it to be published during the war,
but anonymously. He said of The Oracles5 that he did not
admire it 'quite so much as some people do'. He said of his
London Introductory Lecture that it was Rhetorical and not
wholly sincere'. There were indeed some provocative things
in it, which I remember our discussing among ourselves after,
and which, like some of the things in his papers before the
Literary Society, were meant to arouse discussion, But in
that lecture Housman, free at last from his Civil Service
drudgery, elet himself go', and spoke out what he felt passion-
ately, in a way which none who heard could forget. As Mr. Gow
says, 'nobody familiar with his work can doubt the sincerity of
its central theme, the value of learning for its own sake'.
I believe that Housman was accurately described by Sir
John Squire:1
His philosophy was not every man's, but he was utterly
honest, anguished because 'men loved unkindness', and
unable, though a naturally Christian soul, to find consolation.
1 In a review of More Poems in the Daily Telegraph,
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